
Incorporating Quotes 

Quotes are essential to literary paragraphs and essays.. You need textual evidence to support your 
arguments. 
 
There are three steps to consider when incorporating quotes: 
 

1. Choosing a quote. 
2. Making a quote part of your writing. 
3. Punctuating your quote. 

 
Below you will find further instruction on each of these steps. 

Choosing a Quote 
When selecting a quote for your paragraph or essay, you must remember the purpose of textual 
evidence: to support your argument. 
 
Any quote you choose should provide obvious evidence that backs up your point. If you are writing 
about a character's personality, your quote must clearly demonstrate the character trait(s) you are 
discussing. If you are writing about a character's responsibility for certain events within a story, the 
quote you select should clearly show the link between the character and the events being discussed. 
 
If your quote provides evidence that is not immediately discernable, be sure to dissect the excerpt and 
explain to your reader how it can be viewed as evidence to support your argument. 

Inserting a Quote 
You want quotes to fit seamlessly into your own prose. There are a few ways to do this. The one you 
use will depend on the situation. If you are writing an essay with several quotes throughout, make 
sure your quotes are incorporated with varying style. 
 
1. A good way to make sure a quote does not disturb the fluidity of your prose is to make it part of 
your own sentence. You just have to maintain the grammatical integrity of your writing. 
 

Ex. Romeo is wild with passion for Juliet who he describes as a "winged messenger of 
heaven." 

 
2. The colon is another way to effectively introduce a quote. Simply introduce the quote with a full 
sentence followed by a colon. Remember, a colon can only follow a complete sentence. 
 

Ex. Romeo is so inspired by Juliet's beauty that he repeatedly compares her to celestial and 
heavenly bodies: "It is the East, and Juliet is the sun!" 

 



3. The third way is to let the quote stand on its own. You can do this when it is clear that the quote 
refers to what you have just been talking about. 
 

Ex. Romeo is wild with passion for Juliet and often uses heavenly images to describe her. '"O, 
speak again, bright angel! For thou art as glorious ... [as] a winged messenger of heaven." 

Punctuating a Quote 
After selecting the perfect quote and incorporating it seamlessly into your writing, you do not want to 
damage your efforts by punctuating the quote incorrectly. 
 
There are a few simple rules: 
 
1. Generally, all punctuation is contained within the quotation marks. If your sentence ends with a 
quote, you must insert the period before the closing quotation marks. See examples above. 
 
2. Rule #1 also applies to commas. If your sentence continues after the quote, a comma should 
appear before the closing quotation marks. 
 

Ex: Romeo is wild with passion for Juliet.  “Juliet is the sun,” says Romeo as he hides in 
the bushes peeping on the object of his desire. 

 
3. The exception to these rules occurs when you have to provide source notation for the quote. In 
these cases, punctuation is held until the end of the notation. 
 

Ex. Romeo is wild with passion for Juliet and describes her as "the sun" (2.2, 3). 
 
There you have it folks. Make sure all your quotes from here on out follow the rules outlined above. 
 
NOTE: Remember, always refer to literature in the present tense (as though it is describing current 
people and events). 


